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We welcome a new member:
Terry Woodcraft from Chelmsford.

We welcome members’ photos, articles and other contributions to Coates’
Cuttings. Please e-mail them to nl@chelmercanaltrust.co.uk or post them
to Windmill Pasture, Little Waltham Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 7TG.
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Editor’s column.
As the winter solstice, and the “Season to
be jolly” draws near, we would like to wish
everyone the season’s greetings.
At this time of year, when our favourite
waterway becomes the preserve of hardy
enthusiasts, we make no apology for
looking back to sunnier months with many
of our articles and pictures. That is not to diminish the rewards
awaiting those who take that little bit of extra trouble to enjoy a
winter cruise on, or bracing stroll beside, the Chelmer. A good
way to work off that turkey dinner perhaps?
This is also the season of restoration and renewal, at least of lock
and boat. We have recent pictures of the work on the Barge
Susan, while at Heybridge Basin the sea lock is undergoing a
major overhaul ready for the next summer season.
While perhaps watching the bright blue flash of a kingfisher or the
gentle ripples of the river, it can be easy to forget that while being
a lovely habitat, the Navigation is the result of human industrial
activity. Whole rivers have been diverted, and the settlement of
Heybridge Basin owes its very existence to the artificially
elevated Canal. In a similar vein, we learned about the
importance of well maintained hedgerows as a wildlife corridor,
and other landscape management from Emma Ormond from
Essex Wildlife Trust at the talk she delivered after our AGM.
Our memories turn to those who have left us in this issue. It is
with great sadness that we report the passing of Mike Lewis, a
true friend of the Navigation and a former editor of this very
publication. More than a decade on we also find ourselves
remembering John Marriage, another strong advocate of our
waterways, and an expert on local history, and town planning
matters. We still miss his expertise and drive, but at the Essex
Record Office, we have been examining some of the huge
archive of photos and documents which he left to future
generations.
Looking back again to warmer months, our lockside barbecue
and the Dragon Boats day reports give a reminder of what it’s all
about. Rivers and boats lift the spirits of those on and by the
water in a special way nothing else can.
-3-

Two Lock Gate Replacements at Heybridge
Basin.
After several years of unreliable operation of what is known as ‘the
electric gate’ at the sea lock at Heybridge Basin, and its eventual
demise, work is now under way to replace the metal caisson gate.
This major operation is also allowing for the replacement of the
wooden upstream lock gates to be undertaken.
Under a Parliamentary Act of 1950, which allowed the construction
of the Hanningfield Reservoir and use of water from the Chelmer
and Blackwater rivers to supply it, and the 1964 ‘Hanningfield
Agreement’ (named after the reservoir, not the disgraced Lord!)
much of the infrastructure on the Navigation below Langford is the
responsibility of Essex and Suffolk Water Ltd (part of
Northumberland Water), meaning that the considerable expense of
this work is met by ESW, not Essex Waterways Ltd.
The Heybridge sea lock will remain closed from 1st November until
31st March 2017. Being able to use the sea lock on 1st April is
especially important to Grant Everiss, the lock keeper at Heybridge
Basin, as that is the date of the very high spring tide needed for
‘Lady of Avenel’ to lock out. Missing that date could mean that she is
trapped at Heybridge until another appropriately high tide, possibly
several months later.
The original metal gate has already been removed under a previous
contract. The next phase involves sealing the lock by installing dams
at either end of the area where work needs to take place. The
upstream end of the lock is dammed by sheetpiling across the lock
entrance, which includes a narrow spillway intended to allow the
release of flood water.
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The seaward end of the site is
sealed by use of a stoplock.
This is created by using a metal
frame fixed to the sides and
bottom of the existing structure
and which will remain in place
for future use when the current
work has been completed.
Three sections of the stoplock
are lowered by a bargemounted crane into the frame to
seal the seaward end, at which
point pumping the water out of
the lock makes both the area of
the caisson gate and the
upstream
wooden
gates
accessible.
The channel outside the lock is
currently completely visible at
low water, now that the
upstream dam is in place. There
will be some relief to skippers of
visiting boats now that there is a
much wider area to manoeuvre
in before entering the lock.
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The new upper lock gates have been built on site and can be
lowered into place by crane.
The new electric gate, which unlike the previous electric-mechanical
system will be electric-hydraulically operated, was made and
assembled in Cardiff, before
being taken apart in sections
for delivery to, and storage at,
the Langford Waterworks site.
The plan is then to deliver the
sections
individually
to
Heybridge Basin, to be lifted in
by a crane mounted on a
floating barge.
The
electric
lock
gate
replacement has given the
opportunity for a number of
enhancements to the previous
arrangement and a vhf radio
and a Tannoy system will be
installed at the Operator
Position, as part of the new
system.
Once the work is complete,
and the new gates are in
operation, locking through the
sea lock at Heybridge Basin
will return to being much more
flexible than it has been for some while. The ‘long lock’, where the
electric gate is used, will allow far more boats per locking than is
possible using the shorter lock, speeding locking up. This is
especially important at neap tides when the time during which
locking can take place is reduced. And, with less lockings being
needed, potentially less water will be used, and there will be less
lowering of the level of water in the Long Pond – which can occur in
the summer, when there is practically no replacement water flowing
in from the River Blackwater at Beeleigh.
If you can find the time to get to Heybridge Basin while the work is
being carried out, you might want to grab the opportunity as the
nature of the site means that it is quite likely that you will be able to
get close to the action and get good views as the work progresses.

Neil Frost.
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Chelmer Canal Trust’s Visit to the
Essex Record Office
The Trust has a good supply of vintage photographs which we use
at our various presentations and exhibitions. In order to make them
more accessible we have roughly categorised them under various
headings: “flooding, maintenance or lock gate replacement” for
example. Such broad categories leave a lot of photos without an
obvious home. Effectively with no reference they become nonexistent. We feel that part of our mission is to conserve as much
historical material that we have in our possession as we can. As
other material becomes available it should find a suitable home in
our collection.
We need to remind ourselves that the Chelmer and Blackwater
Navigation is unique; there are no others like it. Its character is
determined by the geography of the land, and the finance and
technology available at the time. It’s a local build by local people.
We must conserve and treasure it.
The Essex Record Office holds a wealth of photographs and maps
on the Navigation’s history, and they have a far bigger problem than
the Trust in sorting them out. Two of our trustees went along to see
how they have tackled it, at their imposing building off Wharf Road.
Before we could look at original documents we had to obtain a
County Archive Research Network (CARN) reader’s ticket, which
was issued free of charge on us showing some means of
identification that included your address and signature. Once in the
search room you can ask for the documents in which you are
interested; these documents are displayed on a screen under your
name in the search room.
We (Norma Mills and Dudley Courtman) had decided that the “John
Marriage Collection” as listed in their online catalogue would feature
material on the Navigation. The two references that looked most
promising were: A11092 and A11545; the first referred to 2 Boxes of
glass plates of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation; the second
referred to the remaining 15 boxes of which numbers 4, 5, 9 and 14
referred to the Chelmer, and box 4 contained material on the barge
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“Susan”. We looked at box 5 where we found hundreds of articles
and photos of the Navigation. It was at this point we realised that
they had the same problem as us! The contents needed sorting into
some sort of logical order - they were in a muddle. (Someone with
plenty of time on their hands and good local knowledge might be
tempted to have a go but we decided that it would be a very long job
and was beyond us!) A return visit beckons when we could look into
boxes 9 and 14 at a later date.
These boxes are not the only material that is held by ERO on the
Navigation. Material leading up to the enabling Act of 1793 is held
and the tortuous negotiations between the land owners, mill owners
and Maldon councillors with accompanying vintage maps

The Chelmer Trust’s Archive of Old Photo and Articles
Over the years we have acquired a collection of historic photographs
and documents. As stated above, we have used these for various
exhibitions, drawing upon those which most suit the occasion.
Collections on specific
subjects like lock repairs,
flooding,
and
the
refurbishment
of
Springfield Basin, for
example,
have
been
made. This should make
the planning of exhibitions
easier,
and
provide
illustrations for articles, as
well as contributing to the
historical record. Our use
of a spread sheet (under
way) makes things clearer
and enables useful cross
referencing. It is hoped to
announce
progress
reports from time to time.
Comments on this article
and any ideas, or help,
would be welcomed.

Dudley Courtman.
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Dragon Boat Festival Day in June 2016
We arrived at Backnang Square early on Sunday morning, and
although it was a cloudy start, the sun was on its way! It was
promising to be a beautiful June day, a bit different to the torrential
rain at last year’s festival!
The Dragon boat competitors had already gathered into their
groups. They were busy getting ready and planning tactics for their
races. The event was based around the football teams taking part in
Euro 2016, and some of the groups had dressed for the part! One
team was representing France and were wearing striped tops and
berets!
We were sharing our gazebo with the Susan Trust, so we quickly
worked together, to set up our gazebo and the various displays.
Then it was time for a coffee break, and a bacon roll, before the
event opened! We were pleased to welcome a large number of
visitors during the day, and they all enjoyed looking at the displays
and the old photos.

The other stands near us included the IWA, and Essex Yellow Fish.
They had games and activities for children, and from the excited
shouts they were proving very popular!
-9-

The dragon boat races were wonderful to watch! Especially when
the person in charge of the drum, banged the drum quicker and
quicker, it was amazing to watch the people rowing speeding up!
Families lined the sides of the river and the bridge to get a good
view of the races, and children were shouting at “their” team,
encouraging them to win!

Thank you to the organisers for all their hard work. It was an
excellent day, and all the money raised went to the charity
Bloodwise UK.

Norma Mills.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

River Users Group
Report on meeting held on October 10th 2016
The Chelmer Canal Trust is a key member of the River Users’
Group, attending RUG meetings and ensuring that the interests of
CCT are kept to the fore. The following subjects were discussed at
the meeting:
Invasive species reports
Pennywort removal review: Dudley Courtman reported on the
current Chelmer Canal Trust work parties at Great Baddow and
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Sandon. Darren Tansley, Essex Wildlife Trust, reported on progress
with mink entrapment in the Chelmsford area.
Ongoing works along the Navigation.
Roy Chandler gave an
update on the work on
locks at Heybridge Basin
- out of action for the
time being - and the
proposals
to
repair
and/or investigate locks
at Hoe Mill, Sanford and
Springfield.
Works were in place at
Chaucer Meadow to replace the high pressure gas main.
The dispute with the land owner at Margaretting drags on – he
challenges the right for the Environment Agency to use his land
(currently at the Court of Appeal).
Progress on the proposed Cut from the Navigation to the River
Chelmer beside the Essex Record Office. More details can be found
on
the
campaign
group’s
Facebook
page
(facebook.com/chelmsfordcut/).
Taylor Wimpy the developer of the peninsula site next to the Record
Office had submitted a planning application.
Chelmsford River Festival 2017. No details were currently available
(it was felt that a different format was needed as turn out last year
was low).
Essex and Suffolk Water to submit a planning application for
residential moorings at Springfield Basin.
Dead animal in river. A report in the Essex Chronicle highlighted the
disparity among the organisations along the river as to which one
would take responsibility and remove it. It was agreed that it was the
responsibility of the Environment Agency; eventually Chelmsford
Council did the job. If a similar situation arose Chelmsford Canoe
Club and Essex and Suffolk Water volunteered to help

Dudley Courtman.
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Rushes Lock Barbecue

The Trustees met at Hoe Mill, and after loading the gazebo,
barbecues, food etc on to the work boat we set off for Rushes Lock!
The weather was cold, with a chilly breeze and some drizzle – not
what you expect in the middle of July!
We arrived at Rushes Lock and like a welloiled machine we soon had the gazebo up
and the barbecues going! We were worried
the weather might deter anyone else, but
they soon started turning up! Two boats from
Paper Mill arrived first, and after saying hello,
Barry and Audrey went back to their boat, to
make hot drinks to warm us up! They duly
returned with mugs of teas and coffees which
went down a treat! The food started going
onto the barbecues, and more people turned
up, a couple from Hoe Mill had canoed up
especially to join us!
Next to arrive was Ron Abbott and his trip
boat, Blackwater Dawn. It’s not easy to get
to Rushes Lock unless you have a boat, or
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don’t mind the walk, but Ron very kindly offered free rides on his
boat, to enable those who hadn’t got boats to get to the BBQ – a
BIG thank you to Ron.
Some people had their food on paper plates on their laps, but others
were more organised, and had tables and wonderful picnic sets!
The weather brightened up and we were soon enjoying the
wonderful views across the countryside. It was a lovely way to
spend an afternoon, good food and good company - what more
could you want!

Norma Mills.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

What a Pong!
The potent pong that was smelled by
numerous walkers along the Chelmer
and Blackwater Navigation last month
threw a spotlight on those authorities
who ostensibly have a hand in looking
after our river. The offended walkers,
on contacting the “powers that be”,
were met with an example of how to
wriggle out of any responsibility. It’s always down to someone else!
First, the Royal Society for Sick Animals “the ‘pong’ shows the
animal is dead and we only respond if the animal is distressed”
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Second, Chelmsford City Council: “it’s the Environment Agency’s
job” Third, the Environment Agency: “we only respond if the animal
is big or there are multiple animals! The landowner is responsible for
objects in the river next to his banks.”
Tim Newman, who lives at Chelmer Point, found the impasse
unbelievable and in desperation contacted the Essex Chronicle:
“We live in a beautiful city with delightful surroundings, where
attractive new development is under way and the city council doesn’t
seem to care.”
The recent experience of The Chelmer Canal Trust when faced with
a similar impasse, when the same bodies tried to wriggle out of
tackling the invasive floating pennywort, which completely blocked
the river, was to remove it ourselves, “Lo and behold” up walked
two local girls, Michelle and Sian, who worked at “Pets Angels”; the
sight of, they thought, a large dog with its paws just visible above the
surface with no one to love it was more than they could bear - they
stripped off and dived in. On getting the animal to the side of the
bank they found it was a badger!
Now the situation had changed, the “pong” was now on somebody’s
bank. Who would own up? Especially now that potential costs were
involved - disposing of “the pong” in an approved manner. And so
far Health and Safety hadn’t been mentioned. Eventually
Chelmsford City Council saved the day and sent a disposal team,
whilst protesting that it was the Environment Agency’s job to remove
carcasses from the river. Their response was “we only act if there is
a flood or pollution risk”
Michelle, Sian and Tim will feel that they have been badly let down
by “The powers that be”. All are to be congratulated on taking
matters in their own hands - literally.
It is inconceivable in this modern age with so many publicly funded
agencies, that it takes so long to get a satisfactory response to what
should have been a small problem. For a start the Environment
Agency should decide what is toxic – something in the water
emitting a terrible pong should be a good clue, after all we drink the
stuff
Dudley Courtman
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th

Mike Lewis

18 June1931 - 3rd October 2016

Many Trust members will be greatly saddened to learn that Mike
Lewis has died. He had always been a very fit man who walked,
cycled and canoed at every opportunity, well into his eighties. Living
in Great Baddow, and a long time member of Chelmsford Canoe
Club, he always cycled to and fro and took a very active part in their
activities.
I first met him on British Canoe Union coaching courses. He
gradually worked his way up this ladder and soon held some of their
top coaching qualifications. Mike wanted to be able to help the
Canoe Club’s youngsters. The club benefited from his keenness. In
an informal and friendly way he helped hundreds of young people
get started. No one could have had a better introduction to the
sport.
For many years he served on the club committee as their treasurer.
Not one to be only bound by meetings and accounts he joined in all
the club activities, this meant mainly racing. Although the club
became one of the national leaders in canoe racing it also promoted
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events for all ages, boys and girls – and veterans! - much to Mike’s
delight! He helped with organising these and took part himself until
illness stopped him when he was well into his seventies. He became
something of a legend. With such an example there was no excuse
for others not to join in!
The Chelmer Canal Trust was so lucky when he joined us. Someone
with his experience of canoeing and knowledge of the river was
invaluable. After impressing us on many fronts he was persuaded to
give a talk on canoeing at one of our evening events. No one
realised how varied and widespread canoeing had become both on
the national scale and locally. You were one of the lucky ones if you
heard him.
My personal and treasured canoeing memory of Mike, is when we
paddled together from Bradwell across the estuary to West Mersea.
After a leisurely lunch on West Mersea beach we noticed that the
tide had turned, and that a strong breeze had whipped up the waves
in the middle. The return crossing was “heart in mouth stuff” as we
were repeatedly thrown about. We were very relieved when we
reached the shelter of Bradwell creek!
With his experience Mike was well qualified to help with our work
parties on pennywort removal. He could see that canoeists had a
very valuable part to play, as they were able to reach all the nooks
and crannies which defied larger
boats. Not only did he come on our
work parties, but would often patrol
the banks in all weathers during the
week. He immersed himself in all
Trust activities and edited our
newsletter for several years until
illness took its toll.
We have had the great pleasure of
knowing a very special person, who
shared his enjoyment with everyone,
especially the younger age group. He
was a loyal supporter of the Canoe
Club and the Trust. We have lost a
true friend and a generous man. We
extend our sincerest sympathies to
Diana and her family.

Dudley Courtman.
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Essex Living Landscapes
and the Barn Owl Project
Emma Ormond is the Living Landscapes Coordinator from the
Essex Wildlife Trust. At a recent CCT Talk she explained that the
Trust was established in 1959, and how it is Essex’s largest
conservation charity. It has more than 33,000 members, and with
the support of 150 staff and 1600 volunteers, manages and protects
over 8200 acres of land.
Living Landscapes is a concept
that has been around for a long
time, by working with other
organisations and reconnecting
wildlife rich areas, a network
will be created which will not
only benefit wildlife, but also
the economy, and studies have
shown
there
are
health
benefits for people too!
There are various threats to
wildlife which include climate
change, disease, building developments, natural disasters, invasive
species, predators and competition. To help wildlife cope with these
threats, wildlife corridors or stepping stones are needed to allow
movement to somewhere safer. “Wildlife Corridors” are continuous
stretches of suitable habitat that wildlife can move through, and
include river valleys, waterways, diverse hedgerows, or even
roadside verges. Wildlife corridors can be particularly important to
mitigate climate change, because they allow wildlife to move in any
direction it needs to. “Stepping Stones” are smaller unconnected
areas, which include things like a series of copses, a network of
ponds, churchyards, or even the smallest garden, all helps! Wildlife
Corridors and Stepping Stones are vital to wildlife to allow it to
disperse or spread throughout the landscape, otherwise there is a
risk the population could become extinct!
Planting hedgerows and hedge-laying are excellent ways of
establishing wildlife corridors, and landowners find this a rewarding
way of getting involved.
Well-managed hedgerows are very
important and can support up to 130 species of wildlife! The trust
offers advice on laying and planting, and what is the best species to
use. They have also run campaigns, such as the Buckthorn for
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Brimstone, which encouraged individual action and raised
awareness to help this wonderful butterfly. Participants have
provided planting and sightings data which helped to show how
successful the project was.
Emma told us about another scheme the Essex Wildlife Trust set up,
which is the Barn Owl Project. The Barn Owl is a flagship species,
and by encouraging people to manage the land for them means
other species benefit too! The project also allows the opportunity for
advice on wider habitat management, and discussions on what other
wildlife have been seen in the area.
The project was launched in 2013, and it is supported by over 30
volunteers who include those who offer advice on siting nest boxes,
those who build them, those who check them, to a vital lady who
administers the scheme. 200 landowners across Essex, which
include schools, community groups, councils, and commercial
businesses, have also got involved.
The information gathered is fed into a national database, which
helps monitor how the populations of Barn Owls across the country
are doing. Last year in Essex, 163 nest sites were checked and 49
chicks were ringed, this year 59 adults and 79 chicks were ringed,
and there might have been more!
The aim of the project is to reverse the dramatic decline in the Barn
Owl population, in 50 years it has declined by 70%! Threats to Barn
Owls include lack of suitable hunting habitat, lack of suitable nesting
sites, and extreme weather, for example severe winters, droughts or
very wet weather conditions all affect the ability to hunt for food.
Unfortunately because of the way they swoop down to hunt, they
also suffer casualties on roads and railway lines.
Fossil records show Barn Owls first appeared 2 million years ago!
They have featured in cave paintings and in many stories throughout
the ages, and are well known as a symbol of wisdom.
The Barn Owl has golden/buff coloured upper parts laced with silver
grey and white under-parts. It has a distinctive white heart shaped
face, and the wings (average span 900mm) are much bigger than
the body. The Barn Owl will often hunt during the daytime and can
be seen 'quartering' over fields and grasslands looking for its next
small mammal meal. However, they are also perfectly adapted to
hunt in darkness with deadly precision: their silent flight and heartshaped face which directs high-frequency sounds help them to find
mice and voles in the vegetation. Their main prey is field voles.
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Barn Owls make eerie screeching and hissing noises, they don't
hoot (that's the Tawny Owl).
The life cycle starts in late winter/early spring with courtship and
nesting. Up to 5 or 6 eggs can be laid every 2-3 days which means
there can be an age difference of 2 weeks between the first and last
egg. Unfortunately if food supplies are low the youngest chick might
become dinner! Incubation takes 31 days, brooding 21 days, and
fledging 56 days, so the shortest possible time from egg to fledging
is 101 days! For the first few months the youngsters will keep
returning to the nest, but eventually they will find their own home
range. Sometimes this will overlap with their parents as Barn Owls
aren’t territorial and tend to be site loyal! The average life span in
the wild is 4 years.
Checking nest boxes is one way of monitoring Barn Owls, but
another way is through their “pellets”. Pellets are small, sausageshaped objects, containing the undigested parts of the Barn Owl’s
meal, which are ejected through the mouth. They consist of things
like fur, bones, jawbones and skulls, and by dissecting the pellets,
these can be used to identify what species Barn Owls have been
feeding on. The presence (or absence) of pellets can show if Barn
Owls are in an area.
Dissecting pellets is, as the Essex Wildlife Education Team has
found out, a wonderful way of getting children involved, because
they think it is something disgusting and can’t wait to do it! It’s a
great way of educating them, because they don’t just learn about
Barn Owls but about small mammals too!
In addition, to cover the above projects, Living Landscapes has
other ways of getting people involved, including surveys, site visits,
and practical work parties. So there are a whole range of activities
available, and training, if appropriate, is provided.
If you would like to know more about these projects or activities,
please visit the website www.essexwt.org.uk/living-landscapes
or Emma’s email address is emmao@essexwt.org.uk
If you wish to see the slides from Emma’s presentation, they are
available at:
http://www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk/living_landscapes_presentationemma_ormond.pdf

Norma Mills.
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The Rivers Blackwater and Chelmer at Langford

Prior to the Canal being constructed in the 1790’s, the confluence of
the two rivers was entirely different.
The River Chelmer flowed down to Beeleigh Mill, (A – see map 2) with
a weir and gates (H) just upstream to divert the excess flood water
into the current tidal pool at the head of the tidal river.
The River Blackwater below Langford, originally flowed (G) via
Langford Mill, under the road and wound its way to Heybridge Mill,
then discharge into the Tidal river at Heybridge Creek joining the
tidal river below Fullbridge There was also a relief channel taking
excess water from above Langford mill to the tidal river at Beeleigh.
Langford Cut (Canal) (D) was also constructed from Langford Mill to
the Canal at Beeleigh, and currently takes the compensation water
required to maintain the canal level during summer.
The disused part of the Blackwater carries drainage from Maypole
Road and Heybridge and travels under the canal via a chunker, to
Heybridge creek. The original chunker made of Elm was recently
replaced with a 1.2M pipe
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The canal was constructed using the River Chelmer almost down to
Beeleigh Mill. A new canal (C) was then built from the river above
Beeleigh to Heybridge Basin winding its way through Heybridge to
maintain the required level.

Beeleigh long weir (F) was constructed on the canal and the main
River Blackwater was diverted (E) to join at the Long Weir, to allow
floodwater from both rivers to spill into the tidal pool.
In the 1950’s the self tilting control weirs (B) were installed on the
river Chelmer above Beeleigh and the existing control gates and
weir removed.

DNW.

Beeleigh Long Weir at high tide. The Blackwater flows in from the right.
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In Pictures: The Barge Susan

With her re-planking under way we eagerly look forward to the day
when this lovely historic vessel once again returns to the Navigation.
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2017 CCT Dates For Your Diary
th

Work Party

th

Work Party

Saturday 7 January
09.00 – 12.00
Saturday 4 February
09.00 - 12.00
st

Tuesday 21 February
7.00 for 7:30pm

Evening Talk Details to be announced

th

Work Party

st

Work Party

th

Work Party

Saturday 4 March
09.00 - 12.00
Saturday 1 April
09.00 - 12.00
Saturday 6 May
09.00 - 12.00
th

Wednesday 7 June
19.00 - 21.00
rd

Tuesday 23 June
7.00 for 7:30pm
th

Wednesday 12 July
19.00 - 21.00
rd

Sunday 23 July
12 noon - 4pm.
th

Work Party
Evening Talk Details to be announced
at Moulsham Mill, Chelmsford. CM2 7PX.
Work Party
CCT Summer Barbecue and Social
At Rushes Lock.

Wednesday 9 August
19.00 – 21.00

Work Party

nd

Work Party

Saturday 2 September
09.00 - 12.00
th

Tuesday 19 September
7.00 for 7:30pm

AGM and Evening Talk by Lord Petre
at Moulsham Mill, Chelmsford. CM2 7PX.

th

Work Party

th

Work Party

th

Evening Talk Details to be announced
at Moulsham Mill, Chelmsford. CM2 7PX.

nd

Work Party

Saturday 7 October
09.00 - 12.00
Saturday 4 November
09.00 - 12.00
Tuesday 7 November
7.00 for 7:30pm
Saturday 2 December
09.00 - 12.00

Up to date details of all our events can be found on our website at:
http://www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk/events.htm.
- 23 -

Moorings at Sandford Mill.

─────────────────────────
Some useful phone numbers:
Essex Waterways Ltd............................................... 01494 783453
(Operating the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation)

General Manager.......................................... 07966 375351
Grant Everiss, Heybridge Basin.................... 07712 079764
Ron and Judith, Blackwater Boat Trips ................. 01206 853282
Heybridge Boat Trips ............................................... 07835 657462
Paper Mill Lock, Tea Room and Boat Trips.............. 01245 225520
Environment Agency — General Enquiries: 03708 506 506 (Mon-Fri 8-6)
Incident hotline: 0800 807060 (Freephone 24 Hour)
No articles may be copied or reprinted without the Editor’s consent. The Chelmer Canal Trust may not
agree with opinions expressed in this newsletter. Nothing printed may be construed as policy or an
official announcement unless stated otherwise and no liability can be accepted for any matter in the
newsletter.

www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk
www.facebook.com/ChelmerCanalTrust
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