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 Welcome to a new members:  

 Peter and Anne Christgau 

 from Brockley 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

We welcome membersô photos, articles and other contributions to Coatesô 

Cuttings.  Please e-mail them to nl@chelmercanaltrust.co.uk or post them 

to Windmill Pasture, Little Waltham Road, Chelmsford , Essex, CM1 7TG. 
 



- 3 - 

 

Editorôs column 
 

 
As your editor, I have to confess to a certain 

sheepishness, owing to the fact that this issue 

has been a ñwork in progressò for much 

longer than intended, but it has turned out to be a packed issue so I 

hope that you will feel that it has been worth the wait! 

I have to publish a correction from the last issue where we referred to 

the mineral extraction 

taking place beside the 

Navigation at Little 

Baddow. Sharp eyed 

readers noticed that 

although the workings 

are close to Little 

Baddow Mill, the site is 

actually on the opposite 

side of the river, and 

therefore in the parish 

of Boreham! The 

distress of our editorial 

embarrassment 

however pales beside our disappointment at the decision of Essex 

County Council to allow these workings to continue for twice as long 

as originally permitted. It is rather galling how easily commercial 

interests can trump the value of the designated conservation area in 

times of economic adversity. Our mission to safeguard the heritage 

and beauty of the Chelmer Valley faces seemingly eternal challenges! 

The positive side of this story was the discovery of the ñBoreham 

Hengeò during the archaeological assessment of the site. I was 

privileged to attend the Boreham Conservation Societyôs event where 

Adrian Scruby give an excellent talk detailing the archaeological 

finds. Although nothing on the scale of some sites in Wiltshire, it 

turns out that this part of the valley had major significance in pre-

historic times. 
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Conservation Conference 
Over 50 delegates attended a half day conference organised by the Chelmer 

Canal Trust at the Essex Record Office on Friday, 20th November. Entitled 

óThe Natural and Built Environment of the Chelmer and Blackwater 

Navigationô, as well as Canal Trust members the conference included 

delegates from a wide range of organisations and agencies with a common 

interest in the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation. The conference was 

chaired by Canal Trust Board member Neil Frost with input from speakers, 

supported with pictures, maps and diagrams, as follows:  

 

William Marriage from the Chelmer Canal 

Trust - The Chelmer and Blackwater 

Navigation Conservation Area 

John Pomfrett and Roy Chandler from 

Essex Waterways Ltd - The Navigation 

Operatorôs Role ï A Question of Balance 

Darren Tansley of Essex Wildlife Trust - 

Securing a Future for our Native Riverside 

Mammals 

Peter Spurrier of Essex County Council - 

The Landscape Character of the Chelmer & 

Blackwater Navigation Conservation Area 

Rebecca Banks of Essex Biodiversity Centre - The Navigation and 

Biodiversity 

Dudley Courtman and Mark Hanson of the Chelmer Canal Trust ï A Walk 

on the Wild Side? 

 

Following the presentations delegates had the opportunity to discuss aspects 

of working together and resolving conflicts of interest as well as looking at 

how the natural environment can be enhanced to maximise on its 

biodiversity value. 

 

In a press release, chair of the Chelmer Canal Trust, William Marriage said 

ñThe Canal Trust is pleased to have been able to arrange this very 

successful event which brought key players together. The feedback we have 

received has been very positive. The conference was a starting point to 

some positive joint action and the Canal Trust looks forward to facilitating 

even more working together of those with an interest in the Navigation.ò 

 
William Marriage  

Chair, Chelmer Canal Trust 
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                              ñA Walk on the Wild Side?ò 
(A presentation by Dudley Courtman at the Trustôs recent 

ñConservation Conferenceò at the Essex Record Office)   
In 1996 a group of us, who wanted to support the efforts of the Chelmer & 

Blackwater Navigation Company in keeping the Navigation open, formed 

The Friends of the Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation. After a few years it 

became apparent that we needed to be more radical and act in the interest of 

the local community which meant being less ñfriendlyò, so we ñmorphed" 

into a charitable trust, The Chelmer Canal Trust. Acting as a watchdog 

became an important part of our aims.  Watchdogs have to bark when they 

sense danger and to a large degree this is what this conference is about. I 

am going to do a little barking about the need to protect and enhance the 

landscape. I have entitled the presentation A ñWalk on the Wild Side?ò with 

a question mark; the reason for which I hope will become obvious. 

Walking the towpath of the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation not only 

gets you fit but enables you to enjoy its natural setting.  There you can 

escape from the rush and stress of modern life and be soothed by a precious 

natural jewel on our doorstep which you can explore either on foot or in a 

boat. At many of the bends a new vista opens up against the backdrop of the 

mellow Essex landscape, mature trees, water meadows, ancient hedgerows 

and gentle wooded slopes - a haven of peaceful water reflected tranquillity . 

This spectacular walk on the wild side was bequeathed to us by our 

ancestors, the builders of the Navigation who made it especially accessible 

by including a towpath - no such thing occurred on our neighbour, the Stour 

Navigation, where the towing horses had to be ferried from bank to bank. 

Today the towpath is much used by ramblers, picnickers, fishermen and 

boaters, and they have the Navigation Company to thank for maintaining it 

for over 200 years. 

We have been bequeathed a unique landscape in the heart of Essex. We 

want to enjoy it, maintain it and improve it. It has been degraded to a degree 

by the construction of trunk roads, sewage farms, water treatment plants, 

agricultural barns, reservoirs, electricity pylons, the ploughing of water 

meadows, and the erection of houses, and this trend is continuing. New 

threats are emerging with the vast increase in visitor numbers and 

recreational activities: in some places the towpath is being prettified by the 

removal of mature natural bank side vegetation including trees - this has 

rather a sinister element attached to it as many people approve of tidying up 

but in the countryside this greatly lowers the visual appeal and harms 

biodiversity.  I shudder at the thought of a tarmaced towpath; such paths 
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have their place in our towns but not in the depths of the countryside where 

wellies are the order of the day.  

It is twenty years since the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation was 

designated a conservation area by the Chelmsford, Braintree and Maldon 

councils, and many of the above concerns were highlighted including 

details of possible enhancements. There have been some notable 

achievements - the 1993 partnership initiated by the Inland Waterways 

Association with the Navigation Company and Chelmsford Borough 

Council restored Springfield Lock and Basin; and the 1999 Conservation 

Area Partnership Scheme initiated by English Heritage and Essex County 

Council, restored listed locks and bridges, and carried out tree planting for 

screening some of the more unsightly intrusions.  The latter scheme carried 

out a comprehensive landscape character appraisal of the conservation area 

coupled with a survey of the historic infrastructure - these documents 

Landscape Character Assessment and the Comparative Survey of Modern/ 

Industrial Sites and Monuments are valuable records.  Land owners and 

community groups joined the partnership to formulate and administer a 

CAPS management plan. The CAPS legacy was the completion of much 

needed restoration work, the two landscape surveys, and an impressive 

organisational model. 

Chelmsford and Maldon councils are currently revising their conservation 

area designation documents and shortly will be going out to consultation on 

them. They promise to address a lot of the previous concerns and be a lot 

more specific on what enhancements could be carried out. For example: 

prevent further urban expansion into the meadows and reintroduce grazing, 

protect mature and semi mature trees, instigate a programme of phased 

planting of trees where none currently exist, ensure continuity of mature 

trees, prevent further loss of grazing on the valley floor meadows, re- 

instate arable land to meadows on the valley floor especially the first 100 

metres close to the river to preserve the character of the valley, resist 

expansion of recreational moorings, and retain views to historic buildings 

and villages. There are some 50 recommendations in the Chelmsford 

Borough Councilôs draft designation and we can anticipate a similar 

number to follow from that of Maldon District Council. 

These new designations generate a feeling of comfort that the dangers are 

recognised and protection measures are at hand, but past experience tells us 

that protection is not guaranteed by a conservation area designation.  Some 

of the concerns raised in 1991 have been raised again in 2009. The new 

designations provide a detailed analysis of what the area is like and how it 

might be enhanced, but nothing specific on how this might be achieved. 

There are sensitive management issues involved which can only be resolved 
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by informed negotiations and partnerships - encouraging farmers to replant 

and graze water meadows for example.  

The Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation Conservation Area is a dynamic 

environment which is subject to constant change.  Its endemic conflicts of 

interest will need enlightened stewardship by a team of professionals 

working with community and riparian partners. There was a step in this 

direction when the CAPS scheme was established in 1999. Since then there 

has been no overall management direction, with no body with a specific 

brief to promote conservation objectives in the conservation area.  No one is 

in charge. This laissez-faire attitude is gradually leading to a general 

degradation of a prized community asset. We have to raise the awareness of 

all those living in, working in and playing in the area of what the dangers 

are and what contributions they can make towards improving and protecting 

their interests.  

The new conservation plans being drawn up by the local councils contain 

many aspirational environmental improvements but no word on how these 

are going to be achieved. If there is no accompanying overall development 

plan they become merely a wish list. 

 I hope that in 50 years time there still will be groups of booted and laden 

walkers setting out along the towpath for ña walk on the wild side.ò but this 

will depend upon how successful we have been at practising conservation. 
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Chelmer Canal Trust AGM at the Museum of 

Power 
The AGM of the 

Chelmer Canal Trust 

was held on the 30
th
 

November last year at 

the Museum of Power 

in Langford. As usual 

the officers were re-

elected and the 

activities of the Trust 

over the period were 

reported and discussed. 

Members who attended 

were subsequently 

treated to a fascinating 

illustrated talk by Michael Clarke, who was formerly an industrial chemist 

working at the nearby treatment works. Michael has an encyclopaedic 

knowledge of the siteôs history, processes and the personalities worked 

there. He was also able to demonstrate the technique used to purify the 

water using the excess lime process. 

Following his talk, 

members were able 

to tour the museum, 

and see the large 

pumping engine 

running. At present 

the engine is driven 

by compressed air, 

but this in no way 

detracts from what 

is a very impressive 

spectacle. The 

museum hopes to 

have it once again 

running on steam in 

the near future. 

The museum also had The Chelmer Canal Trust photographic exhibition on 

temporary display to the public, and due to popular demand, it had its run 

extended well into November. 
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Work Starts on the Elms Farm Chunker 
 

Residents of  the Heybridge area will hopefully soon be at less risk from 

flooding. Contractors 

have moved onto the site 

with huge plant, both on 

the towpath and a giant 

temporary pontoon.  

This work has inevitably 

closed both the canal and 

the towpath, but it is 

hoped that this will be 

over before Easter, so 

that the boating season 

can start with the 

Navigation fully open. 

When the work is 

complete there will be 

very little to see as the 

chunker is buried below 

the bed of the canal. To 

be able to work here, the 

contractors have to dam 

the canal on both sides 

of the work. If nothing 

else was done, this 

would cause Heybridge 

Basin to lose water, so in 

addition to the main 

works, the contractors 

must also pump many 

millions of litres of 

water over the dams to 

ensure all the boats in 

Heybridge Basin stay afloat. 

The project also provides the opportunity to increase the size of the chunker 

using modern materials, so that the greater peaks in flow caused by the run-

off from the recently built-up areas of Heybridge can drain away before 

causing local flooding.  
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Stonhams Lock 
Roy Chandlerôs article was originally published in the IWA 
newsletter, and is reprinted here by permission. 

 
 
Much has already been written about the restoration of Stonhams Lock. 

This is the fourth major lock restoration undertaken by Essex Waterways 

Ltd in the four years since it took responsibility for maintaining and 

operating the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation. It was the most 

ambitious with the replacement of both sets of lock gates and extensive 

bank protection work. It also proved to be the most difficult.  

 

Commencement of the work was delayed for 12 months in order to carry 

out urgent repairs to Springfield Lock. It was then subject to a further late 

start due to waterlogged ground preventing access to the site. Any further 

delay could have resulted in the loss of allocated funding assistance for the 

project from both Essex County Council and the Essex Environment Trust.  
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Dewatering of the lock and 

commencement of the brickwork 

repairs revealed that one of the lock 

walls was unsound and required 

almost total rebuilding whilst the 

emptied lock chamber also exposed a 

badly eroded buffer beam which 

would need replacement. Both gate 

cills had to be replaced and the lower 

cill work proved particularly difficult 

with springs beneath this requiring 

sealing before the new cill could be 

installed.  

 

It was also found that the whole lock 

chamber had distorted structurally 

making it extremely difficult to fit the 

new gates accurately and achieve the 

precision closure necessary for 

operation of the lock. New lock gear has 

been fitted throughout. 

 

Work has now been completed and the 

lock reopened. Boaters who have already 

visited the lock have commented upon 

the quality of the refurbishment and the 

workmanship in the lock gates in 

particular. 

 

The last four years has seen the four top locks on the Navigation totally 

refurbished resulting in the upper reaches of the Navigation being in its best 

condition for decades.       

 

Essex Waterways would like to record their thanks to Chelmsford Branch 

IWA for funding assistance with this project and to the majority of their 

customers for their understanding of the closure situation.  
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Cleanliness is next to Godliness on the Chelmer and 

Blackwater  
 

When we look into the 

depths of the river 

Chelmer it always appears 

crystal clear. We are 

tempted to think that all is 

therefore well although 

we ought to know that 

clarity is not necessarily a 

good indicator of clean 

water. Yet when 

compared to the tidal 

Thames where, if you 

immerse your hand you soon lost sight of your fingers, it is far more 

reassuring. 

A recent European Union survey of river water quality has shown 

surprisingly that there are only five 

rivers ecosystems in England and 

Wales that are up to their standard 

and that these, as you would expect, 

are located in isolated upland 

regions far from the influences of 

our cities. Among the poorest listed 

was one of our neighbours, the 

River Lea. It is not surprising that 

rivers become increasing 

contaminated as they leave the 

mountains and penetrate the heavily populated and farmed lowlands. 

But the survey revealed that even Hampshireôs River Test, a favourite 

chalk trout stream, with gin like water clarity, fell short when 

measures were made of the quality and quantity of its fish numbers, 

plants, invertebrates and micro-organisms.  In this case the cause was 

linked to over abstraction, the consequent lack of river flow, diffuse 

pollution from phosphorus from laundry detergents, and nitrogen and 

pesticide run off from farmland. Sounds familiar?   
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The Environment Agencyôs response to the survey was to  say that 

our rivers are cleaner than they have been for twenty years and that 

they aim to clean up 9000 miles of river over the next five years, 

concentrating on tackling pollution, encouraging the return of 

wildlife,   and  pledging to work with farmers, water companies and 

conservation groups. Conservation groups, including the World 

Wildlife Fund, the RSPB, the Angling Trust, and the Association of 

Rivers Trusts,  are sceptical about how this higher standard can be 

achieved and they have banded together to form an ñ Our Riversò 

campaign to press for urgent action to protect our waterways.  They 

have set up a website, sponsored by HSBC, that enables local 

waterway supporters to record their concerns. These, subsequently, 

could become part of the Environment Agencyôs proposed ñRiver 

Basin Management Plansò, in response to the Governmentôs ñWater 

Framework Directiveò, which will be submitted to Parliament at the 

end of the year. Thereôs still time to have your say on the Chelmer 

and Blackwater  - so get online! http://www.ourrivers.org.uk/ 

 

Some of our local concerns are the increasing amount of runoff from 

existing and new building developments which cause the river levels 

to rise very fast after heavy rainfall. Flooded drains and ditches carry 

debris and pollutants downriver causing blockages, unpleasant smells 

and unsightly bank 

sides - after every flood 

our river banks, bushes 

and fences are 

festooned with plastic 

carrier bags like 

tattered Tibetan 

banners. To a large 

extent this is a planning 

matter and should be 

dealt with by the local 

councils who should 

take care to mitigate the 

effect of new run off when permitting building work on new houses 
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and commercial premises. The proliferation of old gravel workings 

along on the flood plain have also increased the non porous surface 

area thus encouraging flooding and unsightly scars on the landscape, 

yet these are still permitted by the planners ï despite CCTôs and 

othersô objections! 

The Environment Agency is constantly reminding us of the 

inadvisability of building on the flood plain, but it is still going on 

locally. Recently expensive flood preventative measures had to taken 

by them to alleviate the situation at the new housing development in 

Heybridge.  

On the farming front is has been a sad story. Pesticides, high nitrate 

levels, and fuel spills have led to algal blooms, fish kills and 

decimation of the otter population. Last year, warning notices had to 

be posted on the Long Pond because of the presence of toxic algae. 

The fast spread of rafts of blanket weed and floating pennywort are 

an indicator of high nitrate levels and we know only too well the 

problem that this can cause. One has to hope that these chemical 

levels are being carefully monitored and that control measures are in 

place.  

 

No control has been exercised on 

the ploughing of the riversô water 

meadows with the result that much 

of the rich alluvial deposits of 

several centuries have been 

washed into the North Sea, 

contributing to the acidification of 

that eco-system and the serious 

decline in fish populations. (It is 

somewhat ironic that a recent 

minute from our River Users 

Group thanked the Environment 

Agency for cleaning some of this 

eroded topsoil from the Chelmerôs 

feeder ditches!) 
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The Essex and Suffolk Water Company extracts water from both the 

Blackwater and the Chelmer rivers. It can only take what is available 

at any one time and canôt run the rivers too low, as per the River Test, 

because our waterway is a navigation.  With increasing demands for 

water, especially in the summer months, ESW have constructed a 

recycling plant at Langford where treated effluent is pumped back 

upstream to Hoe Mill, thereby using new innovative technology to 

maximise the use of what water we have. Hopefully, new technology 

will eventually come to the aid of farmers and help them to improve 

their crop yields, to reduce the use of fertilisers and to conserve the 

top soil.  

   

Any announcement that salmon, trout, eels, kingfishers and otters 

have returned to a river is to be welcomed because it indicates that 

the riverôs eco system is recovering. These species are at the top of 

the food chain and depend upon the presence of a myriad of 

invertebrates, plants and micro-organisms for their survival. 

Conservationists have to promote species bio-diversity by 

encouraging the creation and preservation of natural habitats. So any 

attempt to destroy existing habitats which is occurring along the 

Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation should be fiercely resisted. 

Losing any part of the natural cycle of living things can have 

significant implications as the recent decline in the bee population 

illustrates. 

 

It is hard to imagine that the rivers Chelmer and Blackwater will ever 

be as crystal clear and clean as a mountain stream but as we develop 

new technologies there is no reason to believe that this cannot be 

achieved The problem we face in the south east of England is a 

growing population and the need to produce more food and clean 

water. Our farmers, town planners and water companies are going to 

need all the technological help they can get to achieve this. The 

European Union have highlighted part of the problem.   Now is the 

time for the science departments of our universities to get to work on 

the next part. 

 

Dudley Courtman 
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Boat watch 
 

Itôs been a while since boat 

watching has appeared in these 

pages, so letôs see what weôve 

got. 

 

Narrow boat Lilith overheated 

and stopped below Paper Mill 

recently, and was towed from there to Paper Mill for attention by a 

much smaller boat. Sadly, while awaiting attention, Lilith came to 

grief in the mill pool shortly after and sank, taking Canberra with her. 

Both these boats are now the subject of wreck recovery insurance 

claims and have been removed from the Navigation. 

 

The cover plate to the towpath-side upper side-paddle mechanism at 

Rushes lock seems to have a very short life for some reason, having 

been replaced several times in the last two years. Why this should be 

is a mystery. 

 

The upper gate-paddle mechanism on the towpath side at Paper Mill 

is well-worn and close to becoming inoperable. Letôs hope that this 

mechanism is repaired, for any delays in using this busy lock will 

affect the operation of Victoria as well as all the private boats. 

 

The tea room and canal centre operation at Paper Mill goes from 

strength to strength. Additional rowing boats have been provided for 

the pound from Paper Mill to Rushes locks, and are proving both 

very popular and a navigation obstacle to some powered craft! 

Indeed, rarely does a day go by in the summer months without a 

significant number of customers being present here. The field used as 

a car park for those customers is heavily used, though it is subject to 

planning restrictions that prevent its use from the beginning of 

November through to the end of March. If you are visiting the area by 

road, please note it is highly inadvisable to park on the bridge at 

Paper Mill as it has a weight restriction on account of its relatively 

light construction. An overload causing its collapse into the 
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Navigation, thereby closing both the road and the Navigation at the 

same time, would be unthinkable. The increased road traffic in the 

area is causing problems at times in the district and the matter is 

subject to review at forthcoming Little Baddow Council meetings. 

 

The biggest news item has been the non-availability of Stonhams 

Lock for most of the 2009 boating season for some heavy repairs. Itôs 

not before time, as the walls had been leaking badly for some time 

and the old gates were well past their use by date. Now, both sets of 

gates have been replaced, together with their winding gear. The 

brickwork inside the chamber and its approaches has been completely 

rebuilt. The cills have been completely rebuilt, a multitude of other 

tasks carried out, and the whole lot looks like itôs a brand new lock. It 

opened to traffic over the August Bank Holiday weekend and looks a 

treat. 

 

For a little while, there has been very limited traffic below Cuton and 

above Little Baddow Mill locks, and though the vegetation has been 

cut back, there is a fair amount of duckweed and UFOs [unidentified 

floating objects] between those locks that will take a while to flush 

through. So please be patient. If there is a minute or two to spare 

while filling a chamber, please use a boat hook to fish some of the 

bigger lumps out, as this helps everybody. 

 

The long closure of Stonhams had 

developed a fair amount of ill-feeling 

among the boaters at Sandford, among 

others, who felt somewhat deprived of 

facilities. They are kindly folk 

otherwise, and always welcoming to 

those making the effort to lock up to 

them. With Stonhams now open again, 

letôs see how many boats can get 

through to there, and indeed all the way 

up to Springfield Basin! 

 

By ñYellow Ensignò 
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Blondie, ñSticky Dogò and ñWelsh Cricketò   

 
Regular readers will remember a story about Blondie and a promise 

that there was more to tell. He was the self imposed adult companion 

of all the small boys who used to go fishing and footballing on 

Chelmsfordôs Kings Head Meadow in the 1940s. He worked, when 

not fishing, which appeared to be most of the time, at Cromptonôs 

factory in the town, and lived, as far as us boys could tell, close to (or 

in!) The Two Brewers  pub in Springfield Road. As you will recall, 

rather than care for his own family, he preferred fishing, and was 

always to be found, rod in one hand and Woodbine in the other, 

patrolling the quiet pools and streams of the rivers Chelmer and Can. 

We always thought that he sounded Welsh, an assumption that was 

based not only on his accent but on a new game that he introduced us 

to, ñSticky Dogò 

 

One day, Blondie, rising to the responsibilities of his self-imposed 

crown of ñKing of the Kidsò took the wellbeing of his subjects to 

heart and introduced his subjects to his version of ñSticky Dogò. He 

said that it was a game played in the pit villages of the coal mines 

where as much time as possible was spent in the open air. He cut two 

thick sticks from the hedge: one, the dog, was about six inches long 

and had a two inch diameter, the other, the stick, was two feet long 

and  of similar thickness. The dogôs ends were sharpened to a point 

and it was laid upon the ground so that if you tapped one end with the 

stick it sprung sharply up into the air, whereupon you gave the 

spinning target an almighty whack, if you could that is! Blondie 

certainly could and, to our amazement, with great ease he drove the 

dog to the other side of the football pitch. There were teams and 

rules: you were allowed three goes and the furthest strikes won.  

 

As we were never able to match Blondieôs knack and skill us boys 

became mostly spectators and, of course, admirers. Realising our non 

involvement and waning interest he suggested that we could play 

cricket instead, whereupon he produced his prized battered cricket 

bat. It was not the traditional sort of cricket that he had in mind but a 

version that involved everyone all of the time. ñWelsh Cricketò was 
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what Blondie called it. We called it ñFrench Cricketò but as far as 

Blondie was concerned it belonged to the Welsh. The batsman 

defended his legs from a soft ball hurled from any quarter ï once you 

had defended the first throw your feet were fixed and you had to twist 

to counter attacks from the sides and rear. Whoever managed to hit 

the batsmanôs legs was ñthe next one inò. Again Blondie was the 

supremo having benefited from a lifetimeôs practice although we did 

manage to dismiss him from time to time. One of us commented that 

he possessed the eyes of a hawk. Blondieôs pleasure at the 

compliment was short-lived when a braver older boy suggested that 

he had a face to match! 

 

I wonder what happened to Blondie when all his playmates grew up. 

One thing for sure is that if he is with the angels he will be dividing 

them into two teams for a game of ñSticky Dogò. 

 

Dudley Courtman 

 

 

Crayfish traps are killing otters 
 

Anyone who attended our conference in October will remember the 

excellent talk given by Darren Tansley, the Water for Wildlife 

Officer from Essex Wildlife Trust. We would like to pass on his very 

strong concerns about tragic impact these traps can have on our 

fragile returning otter population: 

 

ñWhile this is not on the Chelmer Blackwater I wanted to highlight 

that I was called out to the Wid just south of Chelmsford by a 

concerned dog walker and we found exactly the sort of crayfish trap 

I talked about at the Conference with two dead otters inside, 

probably a mother and cub. This is a graphic illustration of just 

how deadly these traps are so could I once again urge you to spread 

this information about, especially if you get enquiries about 

crayfishing in your waters.ò 
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Humphrey Spender  1910-2005 

 

 
 

Humphrey was a founder member of the Chelmer Valley association, 

and itôs vice chairman until his death in 2005. Keen to preserve the 

character and beauty of the valley, he kept a close eye on all relevant 

planning applications, objecting to all that would threaten itôs peace 

and calm in any way, such as those involving mineral extraction for 

agricultural reservoirs.  

His local activities also included designing the millennium 

embroidery to celebrate the battle of Maldon.  He lived just up the 

road from one of the major gravel diggings beside the Chelmer, at 

The Studio, Ulting, in a unique house he had had specially designed 

by the famous architect Richard Rogers. He himself studied 

architecture, but his artistic skills were channelled into photography 

and painting, as well as textile and wallpaper design. 

To celebrate his centenary, there will be exhibitions during 2010, 

both locally and elsewhere, for example Holt, Norfolk, where he was 

at school. 

Eleanor Burgess 
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Goodbye to the old bridge 
Structures of steel and 

reinforced concrete from the 

last century tend to be hard 

to maintain in a state of good 

repair, whilst being slow to 

attract the attention of 

conservationists. For these 

reasons, time is now running 

out to enjoy the ñArt Deco charmsò of the old Chelmer Viaduct 

sweeping in a graceful arc across the Baddow Meads. 

Well OK, this little piece of 1930s engineering may have much in 

common with Stalinist 

utilitarianism, but I have always 

found itôs triple arches with the 

central span over the River 

Chelmer, strangely attractive, 

even beneath the eternal graffiti 

and rusty protruding bolts. 

The Highways Agency, 

however have baulked at the 

rising cost of upkeep and 

decided that enough is 

enough. As soon as a brand 

new bridge can be built 

alongside, the old viaduct 

will be demolished. The 

manageable cost of 

maintaining a modern 

structure, will also allow 

the long overdue transfer 

of responsibility for this section of 

the former A12 to Essex County Council. 

 

William Marriage 
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If you have any comments or contributions to Interesting/Unusual 

Sightings, please send them to  dudleycourtman@googlemail.com  

 or 16 Roots Lane, Wickham Bishops CM8 3LS 


